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In the name of bridging the digital divide between the developed world and countries in Africa, the African continent has become the world`s latest destination for obsolete electrical equipment.  The toxic nature of e-waste being transported to the continent, coupled with lack of efficient waste management system in the affected countries, has made the hazard transfer a subject of increasing global importance.  At the international level, certain initiatives have been established to put an end in to this scourge.  These initiatives include the Nairobi Declaration on the Environmentally Sound Management of Electrical and Electronic Waste, Partnership for Action on Computing Equipment, Mobile Phone Partnership Initiative.  There are also parallel regional initiatives, in response to this emerging problem.
This thesis reviews current global measures aimed at combating the threat of electronic waste (e-waste) in Africa.  In this regard, it will examine the adequacy, or otherwise, of the provisions of the Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal (the Convention) in curtailing this threat.  It will also review the effectiveness of current global partnership and parallel initiatives, aimed at curtailing the exportation of e-waste from the developed countries to the African continent. 
This thesis analyses the implications of the initiatives for the Basel Convention.  It seeks to provide answers to the following questions: Are the provisions of the Convention adequate to solve the problem of e-waste dumping in Africa?   How do recyclable and reusable materials tie-in to the fundamental provisions of the Convention?  To what extent is the dumping a “trade for waste” policy between western nations and African countries, and not merely the activities of private businesses?  Are recent partnerships and the parallel initiatives clear admissions that solution to the threat of e-waste in Africa does not lie in any of the provisions of the Convention?  How crucial is the immediate ratification and implementation of the Ban Amendment towards effective regulation of exportation of e-waste from developed countries into the African continent?  Are there roles for the affected African continent and the 1991 Bamako Convention to play in bringing a quick end to this scourge?  Finally, the thesis offers possible recommendations towards ensuring effective regulatory response to the menace.

This annotated bibliography is divided into four sections.  All the sections, except section four, contain a part on monographs and articles.  

Section one has background information on transboundary movement of hazardous waste, with particular focus on the Convention.  The Convention represents the most comprehensive global response in this direction, to date.

Section two contains literature that addresses the electronic waste in Africa.  The section is also devoted to literature on the Bamako Convention, which is the equivalent of the Basel Convention in Africa.
Section three is devoted to materials that will help to answer the fundamental questions that this thesis raises.
Section four contains useful links to other web based sources, which contain relevant information on combating the threat of e-waste in Africa.
Please note that this annotated bibliography is a work in progress and is not, by any means, exhaustive.
SECTION ONE
BACKGROUND INFORMATION ON THE TRANSBOUNDARY MOVEMENT OF HAZARDOUS WASTE

Monographs

Jonathan Krueger, The Basel Convention and the International Trade in Hazardous Wastes (London: Earthscan Publications, 2001). 
This book presents a comprehensive overview of regulation of transboundary movement of hazardous wastes.  The author examines, in a simple way, the questions of implementation and monitoring under the Convention.  He also reviews the linkages that exist between the Convention and other international and regional agreements.  The book is very relevant to research on transboundary movement of wastes, as it offers detailed information on history, scope, objectives, impact and regulatory framework of the Convention. 

W. Kempel, The Negotiations on the Basel Convention on the Transboundary Movement of Hazardous Wastes and Their Disposal: A National Delegation Perspective (Leiden: Martinus Nijhoff Publishers, 1999).

The author does a very good review of the prominent roles of Non-Governmental Organisations (NGOs) in all the phases of negotiations that led to the adoption of the Basel Convention.   This review is important to my thesis, as it reinforces the belief that activities of NGOs can constitute great incentives and catalysts for the international community to proactively address the issue of e-waste dumping in African continent.
Articles

Katharina Kummer, “The Basel Convention: Ten years on” (1998) 7 RECIEL 3.

A great scholarly work, the author gives a detailed account of the evolution of the Basel Convention in its first 10 years.  A product of thorough research, the article shows the in-depth understanding of the author – it addresses issues ranging from negotiations leading to the birth of the Convention to the adoption of the Ban Amendment.  It is a reliable source of information on the formative years of the Convention.
Jason Lloyd, “Toxic Trade: International  Knowledge Networks & the Development of the Basel Convention”(2008) 3 International Public Policy Review.

The article examines the position of epistemic communities in knowledge formation and international policy.  The author brilliantly connects the creation of the Convention to the broader discourse on transnational knowledge networks in global governance.  Any reader will find the article very good for its rich treatment of the historical development of the Basel Convention.
SECTION TWO

Monograph
Adefemi Oresanya, Electronic Waste Management System in Africa (Ibadan: Onibonoje Publishers, 2002).

The author gives a comprehensive overview of the management systems of e-waste in Africa, noting that there is need for strengthened pollution regulations in the continent.   He advocates for the legal transplant of European Community`s Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) into African countries. The book will serve as useful material on improving e-waste management system in Africa.
Articles

Andrew Webster-Main, “Keeping Africa out of the Global Backyard: A Comparative Study of the Basel & Bamako Conventions” (2002) 26 E.L.P.J. 65.

The article offers a comprehensive overview of North-South movement of hazardous waste.  In doing this, the author employs a comparative approach to review the Basel and Bamako Conventions.  His detailed information on the history, scope, objectives and institutional framework of the Bamako Convention, stands the article out as crucial to an aspect of my thesis.  Any reader interested in having good understanding of the Bamako Convention and its regulatory framework will find this article helpful.

Nnorom, I.C. & Osibanjo, O., “The Challenge of Electronic Waste (E-waste) Management in Developing Countries” (2007) 25 Waste Management & Research 489-501.

The article focuses on management of e-waste.  Concerned by the huge challenge that developing countries face in terms of the increasing volume of e-waste generated locally, and those exported from developed countries, the authors advocate that developing countries should adopt a hybrid form of Extended Producer Responsibility, as a way out. 

Nnorom, I.C. & Osibanjo, O., “Overview of Electronic Waste (E-waste) Management Practices and Legislations, and their Applications in Developing Countries” (2008) 52 Resources, Conservation & Recycling 843.
The article represents a product of further research on the authors’ earlier article, “The challenge of electronic waste (e-waste) management in developing countries.”   The authors examine issues such as absence of legislation dealing specifically with e-waste, inadequate infrastructure for waste management, absence of any framework for end-of-life product take-back or implementation of extended producer responsibility.  The authors would go on to suggest that as pollution control measure, developing countries should pass specific legislation on e-waste control and management.
SECTION THREE
Monographs

Jennifer Clapp, Toxic Exports: The Transfer of Hazardous waste from Rich to Poor Countries (United States: Cornell University Press, 2001).

This 178-page book offers a comprehensive and very clear description of the attitudes and responses of desperate individuals involved in hazard transfer (e-waste trade), in the name of trading.  The author argues that owing to dynamic nature of hazard transfer and its accompanying economic incentives, regulations put in place to curtail this business are rendered ineffective.  Clapp’s use of simple language, coupled with her thoroughness, makes this book a very interesting reading.  The chapter on Industry Players and Post Basel addresses a contemporary environmental problem – ship breaking hazards. It offers great insight on an effective approach towards regulating the growing ship breaking business.
International Environmental Law, ed. by Paula, M. Pevato (United Kingdom: Ashgate Publishing Limited, 2003).
This book is a collection of essays on a broad range of issues in International Environmental Law.  Intersecting trade and environment, the book should stand the test of time.  It gives thorough consideration to important topics such as the concept of pollution in International Law, international trade and protection of the environment, compliance control mechanisms and international environmental obligations, and the evolution of the Bamako Convention from an African perspective.  The book is of huge relevance, as all the issues highlighted above form the core of my research thesis.
David, A. Firth, Trade Implications of the Basel Convention Amendment banning North-South Trade in Hazardous Waste vol.3 (United States: Blackwell Publishing Limited, 2008).
The author explores the ongoing policy dialogue concerning the interaction between trade and the environment.  In contrast with the chapter on international trade and protection of the environment in Pevato’s International Environmental Law, the author does more detailed analysis of the implications of the General Agreement on Trade & Tariffs/World Trade Organisation Rules on the Ban Amendment of the Basel Convention.  His insightful review of the factors responsible for the delay in ratification of the Ban Amendment makes it particularly relevant to my thesis research. 

Abraham Chayes & Antonia  Chayes, The New Sovereignty: Compliance with International Regulatory Agreements (London: Harvard University Press, 1995).

The book, focused on understanding compliance with international law, explores ways of securing compliance with international treaties and agreements.   The authors are of the opinion that the use of sanctions for the enforcement of treaties is ineffective.  Instead, they contend that interdependence of nation states encourages compliance with international treaties and instruments.  This book is a reference point on literature on compliance with international treaties.  It will be useful on analysis of means to achieve compliance with the Basel Convention.
Jenny Willén, International Trade with Waste (Thesis Work: D, Department of Economics, Uppsala University, Sweden, 2008) [unpublished], online: Uppsala Universitet <http://publications.uu.se/abstract.xsql?dbid=9258>. 
The article has the same message as Kummer Katharina’s yet to be reviewed article,“Environmental Requirements and Market Access: Turning Challenges into Opportunities.”  The author argues that transboundary movement of waste has inherent business opportunities for the developing countries.  She made a success of this argument using a multiple case study approach.  This approach, which distinguishes it slightly from Katharina`s article, makes her thesis very engaging and allows for substantial analytical benefits that come with review of two or more cases.  
Articles

Young, G., etal., “A Long Way from Basel Clarity: Implications of the Basel Convention for the Consumer Electronics Sector” (2000) 9 Eur. Environ. Law Rev. 71.
The article offers a comprehensive overview of the connection between provisions of the Basel Convention on Transboundary Movement of Hazardous Waste and the concept of Extended Producer Responsibility under the European Commission’s (EC) Directives.  The authors argue that the provisions of the Convention, unless reviewed, would likely frustrate producers attempting to meet the take-back and waste recovery obligations under the EC’s Directives. 

Reid, J. Lifset “Take it Back: Extended Producer Responsibility as a Form of Incentive Based Environmental Policy” (1993) 9 Journal of Resource Management & Technology.
The author examines extended producer responsibility (EPR) as an emerging approach to incentive based environmental policy.  He argues that a heightened concern about resource scarcity, scepticism about consumer sovereignty and the ability of the market to respond to greener products are factors, among others, that make EPR very suitable.  The author’s comprehensive overview of what EPR entails makes the very relevant to my research thesis.

Kummer Katharina “Environmental Requirements and Market Access: Turning Challenges into Opportunities” (Paper presented at CBTF International Symposium, 3 October 2007) [unpublished] 1.
The author argues that the exportation of electronic waste from western countries into African continent may turn out to be a win-win situation for both parties.  She is of the opinion that although e-waste contains toxic substances, nonetheless sound recycling practices may allow for extraction of valuable resources from these products.   She concludes that the developing countries should be assisted in terms of improving their e-waste management systems.  Her succinct, but scholarly overview of the concept of environmentally sound management addresses one of the areas of interest for my thesis research.

Renckens  Stefan, “Governing the environmental flow of E-waste: Partnerships in the Framework of the Basel Convention” (Paper presented at the 48th Annual Convention of the International Studies Association, Chicago, USA, Feb 28, 2007).

This article, which is a work in progress (WIP), represents a good response to the dearth of literature on public-private initiatives of the Conference of the Parties to the Basel Convention.  This fact makes it a useful source for the analysis of Basel’s initiatives in my thesis research.  She analyses the effects of the Mobile Phone Partnership Initiative (MPPI) on curtailing the grave implications of environmental flow of e-waste.  She argues that the circumstances of MPPI formation, particularly the non-inclusion of poor countries and Non-Governmental Organisations in the process, seem to suggest that the MPPI guidelines will not effectively be able to minimize or eliminate the transboundary flows of e-waste. The fact that it is a WIP may explain why it is yet to address the relatively recent establishment of the Partnership Action on Computer Equipment.
Olagbaju Abioye, “Electronic Waste Management in Nigeria: A Great Challenge” (2003) 3 U.I.L.R 84-102.

The author, in this brilliant article, observes that given the economic implications of recycling of electronic waste in the developed world, the western nations will continue to look in the direction of Africa, and in particular Nigeria, as dumping site. He calls on relevant regulatory agencies, especially the Standard Organization of Nigeria, to brace up to the challenge.  The need for strengthened regulatory agencies should cut across the continent, for there to be record of any significant success. 
Jennifer Clapp, “Seeping Through The Regulatory Cracks” (2002) 22 SAIS Review 1.
This article, an extension of the author’s earlier work, The Transfer of Hazardous waste from Rich to Poor Countries, argues that the limited scope of the Basel Convention and differences in regulations on pollution control across countries are, among other factors, responsible for the continued thriving of the trade in toxic substances.  The article is very useful as the author justifies her call for strengthened rules governing foreign direct investment in toxic substances and improved commitment on the part of member states to strictly implement the provisions of the Basel Convention.

Ifeoma Onyerikam, “Achieving Compliance with the Basel Convention on Transboundary Movement of Hazardous Wastes,” online: Social Science Research Network <http://ssrn.com/abstract=984067>.
The article asserts that the level of compliance with the Basel Convention is low and suggests measures that will improve the existing level of compliance.  The author’s thorough review of the literature on theories of compliance makes the article worth its title.

Ikechukwu Chime “Trade Related Environmental Measures: A Threat to Developing

Countries” (2003) OGEL 1.

The author attempts to align the conflicting interests of environmental protection and the main objective of the General Agreement on Trade and Tariffs – free movement of goods and services.  He is of the opinion that an improvement in the economic conditions of developing countries will make people desire cleaner environment, with the means to pay for it.  In reality however, reconciling the conflicting interests requires much more than the proposed solution.
Harvey Alter, “Environmentally Sound Management of the Recycling of Hazardous Wastes in the Context of the Basel” (2000) 29 Convention  Resources, Conservation and Recycling  111–129.
The author does a comprehensive overview of the concept of environmentally sound management (ESM) under the Basel Convention.  He proposes a consensus of the literature definition of ESM through an excellent review of many papers and literature on the concept.   It is a compendium on the concept.  

Lorenz M. Hilty, “Electronic Waste – an emerging risk?” (2005) Environmental Impact Assessment Review.

In this article, the author argues that disposal or recycling of waste without controls has predictable negative consequences for the environment and human health.  He argues that the life cycle of electronics has to be improved significantly, in order to avoid an accelerated loss of scarce raw materials and emission of toxics into the environment.  The article is not explicit on the connection between advancement in technology and durability of electronic equipment.
Engobo Emeseh, “Challenges to Enforcement of Criminal Liability for Environmental Damage in Developing Countries: with Particular Reference to the Bhopal Gas Leak Disaster (2003) 1 OGEL.

Highlighting the challenges faced in terms of enforcement of criminal liability for environmental damage in developing countries, the article shows that extra legal factors, in addition to legal and institutional lapses, play a significant role.  The author advocates that efforts by countries in the developing world to strengthen their regulatory and institutional framework need to be actively supported at the international level.  The author’s message is critical to African countries making any meaningful impact in terms of combating the scourge of e-waste in the continent.
SECTION FOUR
For an overview of the gravity of the threat of e-waste in Nigeria, one of the countries most hit by the dumping of e-waste into the African continent, see Basel Action Network website, online: Basel Action Network <http://www.ban.org/BANreports/10-24 05/documents/ExecutiveSummary.pdf>. 
For an update on the status of ratification of the Ban Amendment, see online: Basel Convention website<http://www.basel.int/ratif/ban-alpha.htm>. 
Greenpeace International recently conducted a report recently on Ghana as a dumping site for e-waste.  For an overview of this report, see online: Greenpeace International: <http://www.greenpeace.org/international/news/poisoning-the-poor-electroni>.  
The aim of the Mobile Phone Partnership Initiative (MPPI) is to address environmentally sound management of used and end-of-life mobile telephones. For an overview of the status of the MPPI, see online: Basel Convention website: <http://www.basel.int/industry/mppi/information.doc>.

Partnership Action on Computer Equipment is yet another is a multi-stakeholder partnership between industry, government, academia and civil society.   It is main goal is addressing the environmentally sound management of used and end-of-life personal computers.  For background information on this initiative, see online: Basel Convention website <http://www.basel.int/industry/compartnership/index.html>.
